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THE FEDERATION OF VETERINARIANS OF EUROPE

The FVE Network Quempers Qomenes 477 national associations
40 38 European countries

4 Sections UEVP (Practitioners)

UEVH (Hygienists — Public Health Officers)
EASVO (Veterinary State Officers)

EVERI (Education, Research, Industry)

FVE's mission

The European veterinary profession, embodied by
FVE, enhances animal health, animal welfare, public
health and protect the environment by promoting the
veterinary profession.

Together with its members, FVE supports veterinarians in
delivering their professional responsibilities to the best
possible standards and ensures that veterinary
expertise is recognised and valued by society.

Veterinarians know, care and contribute 2
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(6] Elects Board/Orients association's actions and approves policy and financial reports

The current FVE Board from 2019 to 2021 is composed by:

Board of Directors

Defines position and programme

----------------------------------.>

Reports to

Carries out decisions of Board of Directors

------------------- >  WORKING GROUPS



FVE Strategy 2021-2025

The European veterinary profession,

\ Federation of embodied by FVE, strives to enhance

8 Vete;inarians
. of Europe ° ° °
Strategy animal health, animal welfare, public
2021-2025

health and protect the environment by
Veterinarians
know, care and

contribute promoting the veterinary profession.
FVE aims to support veterinarians in
delivering their professional
responsibilities to the best

possible standard, and that this expertise is

recognized and valued by society.

W I
PRIORITIES

» ONE-HEALTH AND SUSTAINABILITY
» ONE VETERINARY COMMUNITY

»BEING RECOGNISED AND
INFLUENTIAL

» VETERINARY DEMOGRAPHY AND
REWARDING CAREERS

» EMBRACE TECHNOLOGY



Federation

Moving from curative to
preventive veterinary advisory
systems

Our goal: preventive veterinary
care for all animals!

Promoting biosecurity is an
essential part of veterinary
advisory visits

European Commission

A new

for the European Union (2007-2013) where
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Risk-based animal health visits: Art. 25 AHL

Art. 25 requires operators to ensure that
establishments receive risk-based animal
health visits from a veterinarian for the
purpose of disease prevention through

* Provision of advice to the operator
concerned on biosecurity and other
animal health matters

« Detection of, and information on, signs
indicative of the occurrence of listed
diseases or emerging diseases
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Output of visits

Improved
animal welfare

Early
detection of
disease

Disease
prevention

Improved
biosecurity
Improved
productivity
More
sustainable
farming

Less need to use
antimicrobials
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FVE position paper: Prevention is better than cure:
regular animal health visits make this happen

FVE
« Task Force with national experts s O

regular animal health visits make this happen

Why are regular veterinary visits essential?

. . . . . . . In Article 25 of the European Union Animal Health Law, Regulation 2016/429°, the EU
« Wide consultation including with species sections T S Ty
veterinarian. These ‘animal health visits” shall be implemented in all EU countries by
April 2021 and aim to strengthen animal health by improving disease prevention, in
particular biosecurity and detection of disease.

To date, no Act lays down the minimum requirements necessary for the uniform
application of Article 25. Without these supporting Acts, the Article s in serious danger
of being implemented inconsistently or insufficiently in the Member States

L There are great challenges for livestock farming today: keeping disease out (e.g ASF, Al),
e | Nnanimous adopte the FV E members et he clrne ot o i o kel oo 20501, s
the use of antibiotics (by 50% by 2030), to make animal farming more weifare-friendly
and sustainable (e.g. closer farming cydles) and more generally, to rebuild trust in
farming. Regular veterinary visits have great potential to improve animal welfare and
economic efficiency, as well as to reduce use of antibiotics and enhance sustainability.

This is shown in countries that already implement regular heaith visits.

Without these regular visits, some farmed animals only receive veterinary care when
they have serious problems”. To advise farmers in improving animal health, to improve

. .
biosecurity and to carry out preventive work, the veterinarian needs a robust and

) advocates continuous O communicate ese o T el e
achieved by regularly visiting the farm and with further education. Regular visits are also

important to build up a relation of trust between the farmer and the veterinarian

new rules in a practical, understandable and / ‘ 4
targeted way to all the different actors involved!



https://fve.org/cms/wp-content/uploads/061-AHL-visits_adopted.pdf
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FVE recommendations for successful visits

FARMER AND
VETERINARIAN

SHOULD HAVE A

ONE-TO-ONE

CONTRACT AND

SCHEDULE
VISITS
REGULARLY

A FARM
SPECIFIC HERD
HEALTH PLAN
WITH A
TANGIBLE
OUTPUT

REPORT
SUMMARISING
THE OUTPUT
COULD BE
AVAILABLE ON

REQUEST TO E.G.

OFFICIAL
VETERINARY
SERVICES

A CLINICAL
SERVICE FOR
THE FARMER

WITHOUT
CARRYING OUT
OFFICIAL
CONTROLS

THE VISIT SHOULD
NOT BE
UNNECESSARILY
TIME CONSUMING
OR PAPERWORK
HEAVY

10



2"d FVE survey
on regular animal

health visits (AHV)
in 2022
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« Who performs the visits?

« Are their mandatory?

« Which type of holdings?

« Coverage of total holdings?

 Which subjects are covered?

 Which production types
(intensive to extensive)?

* Frequency (risk-based)?

Score

I78

39
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Animal health  Animal treatment Production ntification & Prevention Animal welfare Management Fradication status  Food safety
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30

Objectives of
the visits

s

Biosecurity, while
specifically mentioned

in Art 25, was only
included in 22
countries

data parameters egistration
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What are
the biggest
obstacles to
implement

preventive
AHYV in your
country?

No legislative pressure

Too less guidance on how to
perform the visits

On a voluntary basis, the
farmers don't want to pay

Too much bureaucracy

too few veterinarians to
perform the visits

_
WF
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Do you think
more training
or guidance
is needed for
veterinary
practitioners
to implement
preventive
AHV?

Yes, more training
at undergraduate

level and CPDs
47%

15
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Outlook on further FVE activities

Map the quality and quantity of education on herd health management
iIncluding biosecurity in the EU
Undergrad: Directive 2005/36/EC, WOAH core curriculum, EAEVE Day T

competencies
Postgraduate: national specialisations / EBVS

Further education: CPDs on national/supranational level

Liaise with EAEVE and EBVS to conclude recommendations

Liaise with quality assurance systems for checklists and guidelines

16
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Conclusions and recommendations

The majority of FVE member countries had animal health visits, but many were
restricted to specific animals or aspects

80% of those countries which performed AHV already covered (parts of) biosecurity

Veterinarians indicate they could use more training and guidance

Including veterinary training on herd health and biosecurity in education has great
potential to improve the implementation of AHV and move to preventive care for all!

17



Animal
health
visits:

prevention
is better
thancure

REGULAR VETERINARY
VISITS ENHANCE TRUST
BETWEEN FARMERS,
VETERINARIANS AND
CONSUMERS

Animal
health
visits:

prevention
is better
«= thancure

VETERINARIAN REGULARLY
VISITING ANIMAL HOLDINGS
CAN FOSTER PREVENTIVE
HEALTH CARE FOR ALL
ANIMALS

REGULAR ANIMAL HEALTH

VISITS LOWER THE DISEASE

BURDEN AND REDUCE THE
USE OF ANTIBIOTICS

ANIMAL HEALTH VISITS
IMPROVE ANIMAL HEALTH &
BIOSECURITY

Animal

health

visits:
prevention
is better
thancure

Animal
health
visits:

prevention

' is better

. thancure
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