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AIM:

1. Define:

• Biosecurity

• Biosecurity plan

• Swill

2. Draft a chapter on biosecurity

• Sufficiently detailed

• Applicable to all terrestrial species

• Applicable to all WOAH members (183 states) 

• Fit for purpose



7



8



9

Process:

1. Dec 2022: First meeting of ad hoc 

working group (3 days)

https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/standard-

setting-process/ad-hoc-groups/#ui-id-2
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Process:

1. Dec 2022: First meeting of ad hoc 

working group 

2.February 2023 feedback by WOAH Code 

Commission and Scientific Commission

https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/standard-

setting-process/ad-hoc-groups/#ui-id-2
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Process:

3. May 2023: Second meeting of ad hoc 

working group (3 days)

4. September 2023 feedback by WOAH 

Code Commission and Scientific 

Commission

https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/standard-

setting-process/ad-hoc-groups/#ui-id-2
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Process:

5. March 2024: third meeting of ad hoc 

working group (3 days)

6. May 2024: first feedback from WOAH 

members

7. September 2024 feedback of the working 

group on comments WOAH members 

https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/standard-

setting-process/ad-hoc-groups/#ui-id-2
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Process:

8. Currently: second round of feedback by 

WOAH members:

• Through WOAH focal points (n=183)
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Process:

9. Hopefully May 2026: Approval at the 

AGM of WOAH?

https://www.woah.org/en/what-we-do/standards/standard-

setting-process/ad-hoc-groups/#ui-id-2



BIOSECURITY

=

The application of a set of management, behavioural and physical measures 

designed to reduce the risk of introduction, establishment and spread of 

pathogenic agents to, within and from an animal population.

Bio-what ?



BIOSECURITY PLAN

=

means a document or series of documents that identify potential sources 

and pathways for entry of pathogenic agents into a given population and 

the exposure of animals and factors for the transmission of these 

pathogenic agents, and describes the corresponding biosecurity to be 

implemented and the mechanisms to evaluate and to update it.



SWILL

=

means food scraps or food waste, that contain or have been 

in contact with animal products, and which may be used as 

feed





1. Introduction

2. Purpose and scope 

3. General guiding principles

4. Roles and responsibilities 

5. Potential sources of pathogenic agents 

6. Transmission pathways

7. Components of biosecurity

8. Biosecurity plan

9. Training and awareness

10.Evaluation and improvement 



1. Introduction

2. Purpose and scope:

• describe the general guiding principles of biosecurity;

• identify the roles and responsibilities of the different actors in biosecurity;

• describe the potential sources and pathways for entry of pathogenic 

agents into a population and the exposure of animals and factors for the 

transmission of pathogenic agents;

• describe the components of biosecurity;

• provide guidance on the design, application, monitoring, evaluation 

and training with regards to biosecurity and biosecurity plans.

The chapter does not apply to laboratories, whose approaches to biosecurity are 

addressed in the Terrestrial Manual.

 



3. General guiding principles

4. Roles and responsibilities
• Veterinary authorities

• Veterinary services

• Veterinarians and veterinary paraprofessionals,….

• Breeders….

• Training entities,

• …..

5. Potential sources of pathogenic agents 



6. Transmission pathways

• Vertical

• Horizontal

• Iatrogenic

• ….

7. Components of biosecurity

• External Biosecurity

• Internal biosecurity



6. Transmission pathways

• Vertical

• Horizontal

• Iatrogenic

• ….

7. Components of biosecurity

• External Biosecurity

• Internal biosecurity



8. Biosecurity plan

9. Training and awareness

10. Evaluation and improvement 



27

chrome-

extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https://www.woah.org/app/uploads/2025/03/a-tahsc-

feb-2025.pdf

Annex 18, page 448
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